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A previously developed, refined Russell's viper venoid was given to human volunteers to find out if a protective immune response is obtainable and to observe for adverse effects. 12 subjects were immunized by subcutaneous injection of 0.5 ml of venoid followed by two booster injections at four-week intervals and six subjects served as control. Both local and systemic reactions were mild. No abnormality was detected in the laboratory tests performed. Significant rise of antibody titre was detected in all immunized subjects which persisted for 24 weeks. The antibody level achieved in human subjects is equivalent to levels seen in immunized monkeys which withstood doses of venom which would otherwise have been lethal.